Coalition to Stop Bill C-10

c/o Canadian Unitarians for Social justice, P.O. Box 40011, Ottawa, Ontario, K1V OW8

Draft Joint Statement on Bill C-10

The Coalition to Stop Bill C-10 calls upon the Honourable Senators of Canada tp recognize that there is a better way than Bill C-10 to reform the Canadian Justice System to create safer streets and communities.  

Members of this coalition have a wide range of concerns about the Bill.  We do not necessarily agree with each other on every issue, but overall we bring to the attention of the Senate, the Federal Government, and the Canadian people that the Bill must be stopped.

While there may be some welcome changes in the Bill, we object to the form of the Omnibus Bill, an entirely inappropriate form to bring sweeping change to the Canadian Justice system.  

We are concerned that the Bill introduces sweeping changes to Canadian criminal justice that will see even more people with mental illness incarcerated and punished instead of treated, a higher percentage of aboriginal people in jail, and a reliance on harsh sentences for non-violent crimes.  We predict that sections of this Bill will result in violation of Charter and human rights.

There is a lack of evidence that strong punitive measures make our communities safer.  The cost of policing, justice, and incarceration is high compared to the cost of prevention programs.  We can’t afford this policy in times of tight budgets.

Collectively, we call attention to the fact that there is a better way than Bill C-10.  The Senate has the opportunity to perform its traditional role in Canadian democracy.  We call upon the Senate to give Bill C-10 sober second thought and reject the Omnibus Crime Bill. 
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