Criteria For Partners and Donations
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Current Goals and Priorities:

On September 13, 2009, the CUSJ Board selected the following priorities to focus on:

1. The environment, and especially issues related to climate change

2. Human rights issues:   

· Especially as they relate to poverty and housing concerns.  

· We will continue to witness for people whose civil liberties have been abused.

Organizations With Whom We have a History of Cooperation and Membership

1. ICLMC = International Civil Liberties Monitoring Group (Since 2006)

2. CCPA = Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives (Since 2004)

3. NAPO = National Anti-Poverty Organization  (2004-2008)

4. ISARC= Interfaith Social Assistance Reform Coalition (in Ontario) (2004-2008)

5. Climate Action Network – 2010

6. ACORN (Association of Community Organizations for Reform Now) – 2010

7. Department of Peace - 2010

Criteria for Long Term Relationships

1.  They fit with our priorities that we set ourselves; part of our strategy.

(Environment & global warming; Civil liberties with a focus on Poverty.)

2. We have past practice of supporting this group

3. They are in alignment with our principles and values

4. We appreciate their democratic process and can have a respected voice in the partnership.

5. We have individuals with the commitment and energy to be involved including attendance at partner’s meetings and reporting back to our group on what happens in those meetings and how things are going.

6. We have a preference to join groups who are not simply against everything, but who also have positive proposals and alternatives to suggest.

Organizations that we have supported once, on a particular issue:

1. Democracy Watch

2. Democracy in El Salvador

3. RAWA (The Revolutionary Association of the Women of Afghanistan)

4. KAIROS

5. Darren Lund Legal Defence Fund

6. War Resistors

7. MFSocJustCouncil of BC

8. SIFT (Skeptics Inquiry For Truth)

Criteria for Short-term, project support

1. We respect the group and there is an immediate issue of concern to us that we want to work with them on or give support to.

2. We have the money

3. We have individuals with the commitment and the energy to be involved including attendance at partner’s meetings and reporting back to our group on what happens in those meetings and how things are going.

4. We have a preference to join groups who are not simply against everything, but who also have positive proposals and alternatives to suggest.

PROCESSES FOR DEFINING RELATIONSHIP WITH PARTNERS

· A Membership involves an annual membership contribution of around $100, or an amount proportional by membership size to the contributions of other partners in the coalition.    Additional money can be given to support a partner in specific campaigns.

· If we are giving money to a campaign of a partner or to a specific project of any group we choose to support, then we include a covering letter stating the amount of the donation and the project or purpose that we wish to support.

· If we are giving money to a campaign of a partner or to a specific project of any group we choose to support, then we must have a point person on that issue who will help us keep informed and play an appropriate role as the issue unfolds.

· We give donations within set budget limits for that purpose.

· We should be aware of the importance of keeping a consistent position on any subject.  For example, if we write a letter asking the Federal Government to take a neutral position on Palestine/Israel, and then we join a group that is pro-Palestinian, that would not be consistent.

· We always ask the question:  what can we constructively achieve by supporting this group or making this donation?

