
Save Our Prison Farms Campaign 2010

The Federal Government decided during its last term to close the six prison farms in Canada.  It said they were not training inmates for anything useful and were a waste of money.  CUSJ supported a strong campaign to stop the closure of the arms and the loss of a valuable dairy herd.  In spite of many lobbying efforts and a final desperate campaign of civil disobedience, the closures went ahead.  In a final effort to stop them we asked parliament to pass a moratorium.

Update February 2011:  The vote was 140 for and 136 against a moratorium.
The federal government continues to sell off the farm equipment discretely, on the Internet, in spite of this bill.  The bill is buried in the Senate, with no action  in sight.




Standing up for "Hope"

Bob Stevenson and Frances Deverell join the Kingston Save the Prison Farm activists to witness the vote.  All Conservatives present voted against the bill.  Now we wait to see if the government will respect the will of parliament or proceed with closures in contempt of parliament.  "Hope" is the baby calf purchased with 23 other calves and cows to start the next herd.

Past Action:  Wednesday, Feb. 2, MPs will be voting on the Public Safety Committee's motion

to halt dismantling the prison farm program, conduct an independent review of the program and report back to Parliament.  Leading up to the vote and in order to witness the vote, we are planning events and actions described below.  Please participate in as many of these actions as possible to keep up the pressure on the Conservative government to reverse its wrong-headed prison agenda.  We hope a strong show of support for the prison farms will result in a victory on this vote.  Remember, we live in hope...

1. Write to MPs (particularly your own MP),

and ask friends and family across Canada to write to their MP (especially if the MP is Conservative).  Below is a sample letter to get you started -- please feel free to revise and add to the letter with your own opinions and in your own style.  In fact, individualizing the letters is a good idea.  Sending it as an email is good, but we understand that MPs pay the most attention to individual handwritten letters from their own constituents.

Mailing address: name of MP,  House of Commons,  Parliament Buildings,  Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6

(no postage required)

You can find the contact information for any MP at?http://webinfo.parl.gc.ca/MembersOfParliament/MainMPsAddressList.aspx?TimePeriod=Current&Language=E
Sample Letter

To my Honourable Member of Parliament,

On February 2, you will be asked to vote on the prison farm issue.  A favourable vote will place a moratorium on further dismantling of Canada's six internationally-recognized prison farms, until an independent study researching the value of the farm program is completed and communicated to Parliament, allowing for a constructive dialogue on the provision of rehabilitation for inmates.

I believe that the prison farm program operated by Correctional Service of Canada offered an effective rehabilitation and training program for inmates (in addition to providing food for the prison system).  In polls conducted by the CBC and the Globe and Mail, over 90 percent of Canadians voted to retain the prison farm program.

I understand that this will be a free vote, and trust that you will vote for Canadian values of democracy and rehabilitation, and endorse the value of farming in Canada.  As my representative, I ask that you vote as you should — representing your constituents.

On February 2, please vote to save Canada’s prison farms -- and demonstrate that you are listening to the vast majority of Canadians that believe that providing constructive rehabilitation for inmates increases public safety.  It is time to be smart on crime.

In peace, respect and friendship,

Your signature
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