Dear Senator
I am writing to you because you hold a position of importance, and you have an opportunity right now to make a difference with your actions.  You have the power to stop a huge investment in the prison-industrial complex and instead push the government to invest in those things that have been proven around the world to reduce crime and make our communities safer.  The United States has demonstrated the Harper tough on crime approach doesn’t work and costs a fortune, and is telling us not to go that route.  Please seriously consider amendments to Bill C-10 or defeating it altogether.

I too, like the authors of these bills, am very concerned about the level of violent crime in Canada and the costs to victims in both property damage and pain and suffering.  I am concerned about the rise in homicide rates in Prairie Cities, drug addiction issues in all of Canada, and most especially in First Nations communities, and significant violence against women and children in Canada.  There is no question – nobody wants child sexual predators wandering around our schools and residential neighbourhoods.

The problem is there is little or no evidence that the solutions offered in Bill C-10 will solve these problems.  The law already contains sufficient provisions to deal with serious, dangerous offenders.  My fear is that the broader net for minimum sentences, and the elimination of conditional sentences will take away the ability of the judge to assess a situation and to divert a non-violent offender into other kinds of treatment or restorative justice programs.  I believe the consequences will be more First Nations people, people with mental illnesses, and young mothers with children in prison.  Prison is not a solution for people with mental health or addiction problems.  Putting women with minor drug or prostitution offences in jail will mean more children without a mother and more wards of the state.  
Meanwhile, Canada has a terrible shortage of the very institutions and services that would help to prevent crime.  We need more detox and addiction treatment services, especially on First Nations reserves.  We need a national food program to keep children in school, away from the need for gangs, and focused on a positive future.  We need a national housing strategy and a national mental health strategy that provides the mentally ill with the supports they need to function in society.  For every dollar spent on prisons, there should be a dollar spent on proven effective measures to prevent crime.

Let the Senate do the job it was always meant to do – to be the house of sober second thought.  Please consider the following amendments to the bill C-10:

· Re-introduce the possibility of judicial discretion and conditional sentences for the mentally ill, mothers with children, and First Nations people.

· Add a clause to create a Crime Reduction Board with the mandate to study the best methods of crime prevention and to support effective crime prevention programs across Canada.
Thank you for seriously considering my request.

Sincerely yours,

