Dear Senator,
I am writing to you because you hold a position of importance, and you have an opportunity right now to make a difference with your actions.  You have the power to stop a huge investment in the prison-industrial complex and instead push the government to invest in those things that have been proven around the world to reduce crime and make our communities safer.  The United States has demonstrated the Harper tough on crime approach doesn’t work and costs a fortune, and is telling us not to go that route.  Please seriously consider amendments to Bill C-10 or defeating it altogether.

In particular, I am concerned about the changes to the pardon provisions in the bill.  

It is my understanding that the purpose of the “Pardon” provisions (now to be called “suspension of records” is to give someone who has served their time and finished their punishment for a crime the chance to reintegrate into the community, find a job, go to school, or otherwise have a chance to make themselves into a contributing citizen in society.  

I can understand why you might want to change the law to make it harder for people convicted of sexual abuse against children to get a pardon.  It is not clear to me that we have the knowledge and programs at this time to heal or rehabilitate such persons and most such people seem to have long records of offense.  

I cannot understand why we want to extend the waiting period for people convicted of a summary offence from three to five years, nor the general increase of the waiting period from five to ten years.  All we are doing is making it more difficult for people to be successful in reintegration to society.  If someone cannot reintegrate, they are more likely to reoffend.  This would not make our communities safer.

I am also concerned about the shift from the government paying 75% of the fee for a pardon application to expecting the applicant to pay 85% of the fee.  The fee increase from $150 to $630 is likely to be prohibitive to people with low incomes.  Since when did Canada make its human rights policies subject to the ability to pay?
Please make the Senate the house of sober second thought as it was intended to be.  Take away these punitive measures against people who have managed to stay out of trouble and not reoffend.

Sincerely,

