C-10– Talking Points
The Senator is someone who:  holds a position of importance, and has an opportunity right now to make a difference with their actions.  S/he has the power to stop a huge investment in the prison-industrial complex and instead push the government to invest in those things that have been proven around the world to reduce crime and make our communities safer.  

Try for a thoughtful, reasonable tone, balanced, multi-pronged, and consistent with our principles.  Identify the principle or principles you are focused on.
· Disturbed by 1.3 million property offences and 440,000 violent offenses recorded by police
· Disturbed by harm to victims, both pain and suffering, and $14 billion in tangible losses.
· Disturbed by recent rises in homicide rates in Prairies cities
· Disturbed by the lack of attention to violence against women and children.
An effective crime bill will ensure that

· Child sexual predators are not wandering our communities and schools 
· Organized gangs are not trafficking drugs, women or children.
· Young men will not be attracted to violent gangs that are shooting to each other.
The main objections to C-10 focus on four sections, which are also known to be the most expensive in terms of prison construction and operation:      
1. Minimum penalties for (less serious) drug trafficking
2.  Abolition of conditional release for (less serious) property offences
3. Abolition of presumptive release for the last one third of the sentence of federal prisoners (many of whom have accumulated problems because downstream effects of being aboriginal or mentally ill)
4.  Significant shift to encourage punitive sanctions for (more and less serious) offenders under 18.

5. Many experts think that the punitive sections in the legislation will widen the net to bring into prison many other offenders – including more women.  This is expensive, ineffective in making communities safer, and in fact trains non-violent offenders into hardened criminals.
6. Increasing the wait for pardons from five to ten years in all cases.

Choose one to three things to focus on:

· Our concern that even more people with mental illness will be incarcerated and punished instead of treated.
· Our concern that aboriginal peoples will find an even greater percentage of young men in jail.

· Ensure there is some judicial discretion for conditional sentences

· Invest in prevention.  Add funding of $1.00 for prevention for every additional dollar in prison construction and operation.
· Balance prevention and smart use of policing

· Balance harsh sentences for youth with restorative justice approaches for less serious crimes.

· The lack of evidence that strong punitive measures make our communities safer.

· The cost of policing, justice and incarceration compared to the cost of prevention programs.  We can’t afford this policy in times of tight budgets.  $12 billion for new prisons.  $20 billion in 2008 to pay for the Canadian Justice system for one year.
