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May 1, 2017

The Honourable Mobina S.B. Jaffer
Senate of Canada
Suite 900
140 Wellington Street
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0N4

Dear Senator Jaffer,

The Senate is now considering Bill C-22, the National Security and Intelligence 
Committee of Parliamentarians Act. My organization, the CUSJ, participated in the 
Commons committee study of this bill.  We support it because we believe that it is a
necessary first step towards restoring public confidence in Canada's security 
agencies. That confidence has been shaken by revelations that the agencies have 
engaged in actions that are inappropriate in a free and democratic society--actions 
that, in some cases, the courts have found to be unlawful.

Unfortunately, Bill C-22, as first introduced in the House of Commons, allowed 
committee investigations and reports to be blocked by government ministers. In 
addition, the Prime Minister announced his choice for the committee chair five 
months before even introducing legislation. Many experts and ordinary citizens felt 
that it would be difficult for the committee to gain the public's confidence, given its 
evident lack of independence.

The Commons Standing Committee on Public Safety and National Security (SECU) 
conducted extensive studies of Bill C-22 and of Canada's National Security 
Framework, hearing from both experts and ordinary citizens in the process. As a 
result, SECU amended Bill C-22 to correct its most serious shortcomings, giving the 
proposed committee more power and independence.

A majority of Liberal SECU members supported the amended bill.
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Yet when Bill C-22 was returned to the Commons for third reading, the government 
used its majority to reverse the most important of SECU's amendments, including 
those to paragraphs 13, 14, and 16.

We feel that the government is making a serious error by rejecting the advice of 
SECU. After the SECU's lengthy and diligent study, the SECU is more qualified than 
the government to make a balanced assessment of the bill. The SECU has heard 
advice from all sides of the question, ranging from security agency bureaucrats, to 
representatives of groups who feel threatened by those agencies' activities. The 
government ministers, on the other hand, have not participated in a balanced study.
They appear to be acting on the advice of the very security agencies that the 
proposed committee will oversee.

Unitarian-Universalists affirm a democratic vision that fosters a peaceful society in 
which people can fulfil their greatest potential. Democracies can only function 
effectively when citizens believe that their government's actions are legitimate.

Recent revelations about security agency misbehaviour undermine the perception 
of legitimacy and threaten our peaceful society. A strong and independent oversight
committee is needed to restore public confidence.

Your vote against Bill C-51 in the previous Parliament suggests that you see the 
need to keep security agency activities within limits that are appropriate in a free 
and democratic society. Sir John A. Macdonald described the Senate of Canada as a 
place of “sober second thought”. Bill C-22 requires that kind of second thought, in a 
way that transcends partisan politics.  We ask that the Senate restore to the bill the 
amendments made by SECU.

Thank you for your attention.

Yours truly,

Margaret Rao, President
Canadian Unitarians for Social Justice
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