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AGM Agenda 
Friday, May 12, 2017 

Don Heights Unitarian Congregation, 
18 Wynford Drive, Toronto, ON 

5:00	pm	 Buffet	Dinner,	Ghazale	Catering	

6:00	–	7:00	pm		 Annual	General	Meeting	

1. Call to Order, Welcome 

2. Invocation – Reverend Lynn Harrison 

3. Approval of Agenda 

4. Approval of May 2016 Minutes 

5. Chapter and social justice group reports 
a) Toronto Chapter  
b) GJWG Ottawa  
c) Southern Alberta Chapter 
d) West Coast Chapter 
e) Other 
f) New chapters announcement (Quebec, Islands, and Thunder Bay) 

6. President’s Report: Margaret Rao 

7. Membership Report: Joy Silver 

8. Financial Report: Bob Staveley and Gary Campbell 

9. Questions & comments about the Annual Reports  

10. Report of the Nominating Committee and Election of the Executive: Frances Deverell 

11. Election of the Nominating Committee: Frances Deverell 

12. Resolutions 

13. Other business 

14. Closing, Announcements and Adjournment. 
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Reading from the hymnal, number 586, The Idea of Democracy 

7:15	pm	 Keynote	speaker	Tim	McSorley	
National Coordinator 

International Civil Liberties Monitoring Group (ICLMG) 
Theme: OUR RIGHTS! OUR FREEDOMS! OUR NATIONAL SECURITY? 

-  Balancing Civil Rights with State Security 

8:00	–	8:30	pm	 Comments,	Questions,	and	Discussion	
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Minutes of the 2016 AGM 
Held in Vancouver: May 23, 2016 

Minutes prepared by A.Henderson June 13, 2016 (subsequently amended by Margaret Rao & Leslie 
Kemp) 

Minutes Accepted by Board 2017 03 20 

Quorum: 40+ members in attendance (in person & online) 

The meeting was called to order at 10:05am (Pacific time) 

1. Welcome and Announcements. 
Margaret thanked especially Joy Silver and Leslie Kemp for their work on the AGM.  

We need a revolution of values to meet planetary crises. Margaret read a statement from retiree 
Sharon Howarth: "Speaking up about something that matters is the best recreation ever!" 

15. Invocation – Reverend Fred Cappuccino. 
You (CUSJ) are the cutting edge of Unitarianism in Canada. He read as an opening a reading 
from Bonnie and Fred’s recent book ‘Bonnie & Her 21 Children’: “Glowing deep within each 
one of you is a divine spark. … Trust this divine spark glowing …” 

16. Approval of Agenda  
There were two additions: a new BDS resolution was added to the appendix of the annual report 
(see #10), and in ‘Other Business,’ Bob Stevenson’s request for another $500 for the 
International Civil Liberties Monitoring Group (ICLMG). 

Moved by Susan Czarnocki,  seconded by Leslie Kemp that the agenda be approved as amended. 
Carried. 

17. Approval of May 2015 Minutes 
Moved by Bruce Valentino, seconded by Bill Woolverton that the minutes be approved. 

Carried. 

18. President’s Report:  

Margaret Rao referred to her report in the Annual Report. She read the section on ending 
political audits of progressive charitable organizations, and also highlighted other actions taken 
by CUSJ. We are signed on to the Leap Manifesto; Margaret encouraged online participation. 

19. Financial Report: Bob Staveley summarized his written report.  

Revenues are down $2,000 but jumped in April and May. We still have a surplus because 
expenditures are also down. Nancy Wilson asked if congregations can donate to CUSJ. No, but 
we invoice them for services provided, i.e., JustNews subscriptions. 
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Moved by Bob Staveley, seconded by Frances Deverell that the Financial Report be accepted. 
Carried. 
Moved by Dave Mason, seconded by Leslie Kemp that the budget be accepted as amended 
(change ‘donations’ to ‘payments’). 

20. Questions and comments about the Annual Reports  

Frances – The online website team is Ellen, Frances, and Cym as assistant. Sylvia Krogh is 
helping with our Facebook page, and we need another FB assistant. We also need someone to 
build up our Twitter following. 
Moved by Ellen Papenburg and seconded by Leslie Kemp that the Annual Report be accepted. 
Carried. 
Discussion: How are congregational payments calculated? We ask for $1 per member of each 
congregation. 

21. Report of the Nominating Committee and Election of the Executive 

Bob Stevenson and Frances Deverell are the Nominating Committee members. Bob read out the 
report with the names of the nominated people – the executive and regional representatives.  

Bob Staveley will stay on as treasurer until Dave Mason can take over in late fall. 
Moved by Bob Stevenson and seconded by Frances Deverell to accept this amendment 

Carried. 
Moved by Bob Stevenson and Leslie Kemp that the report of the Nominating Committee as 
amended be accepted. 
Carried. 

22. Election of the Nominating Committee: Bob Stevenson 
Moved by Margot Lods and seconded by Alastaire Henderson that Bob Stevenson and Frances 
Deverell be on the Nominating Committee for next year. 
Carried. 

23. Resolutions  
1) Mohammed Harkat. CUSJ called on the Government of Canada to suspend the deportation order for 

Mr. Mohammed Harkat and release him from all custody. CUSJ called on the federal government 
to conduct a review of the current laws relating to security certificates 

2) Hassan Diab. Given that Dr. Hassan Diab was detained without charge and the intelligence 
information against him was found to be unreliable and given that there were conflicts in the 
interpretation of Canada’s extradition law, CUSJ passed a resolution calling on the Government to 
request the Government of France either charge Dr. Diab and give him a fair trial or release him and 
send him back to Canada. 

3) Boycott, Divest and Sanctions campaign. Resolution on the global campaign against Israel calling 
for a) a boycott of products and companies operating in the Occupied Territories, and b) a ban on 
federal and provincial state-funded lending to such companies. A letter was also written to the 
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Prime Minister urging him to overturn his government’s motion condemning those who support the 
BDS campaign. Criticizing the actions of any country, including our own, is a cornerstone of our 
democracy, guaranteed under the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.  

 
The UUA’s Resolution on Divestment was added as Appendix I to the Annual Report rather than 
CUSJ’s Boycott Resolution that was intended.  The corrected version of the Annual Report is on 
the website.  

24. The CUSJ- CUC Covenant  
was approved by the Board, establishing a relationship based on mutual cooperation, respect and 
clear communication so that we might work together on social action issues, while recognizing 
our separate and common purposes. 

25. Other Business 
Moved by Bob Stevenson seconded by Bob Staveley to increase CUSJ’s contribution to the 
International Civil Liberties Monitoring Group (ICLMG) by $500. This organization has two 
staff, 10 on Steering Committee. It gathers expertise from e.g. Warren Allmand to write 
presentations to Supreme Court and parliamentary committees. It is currently short of funds to 
pay staff. 

Discussion 

Leslie: a worthwhile cause, but we just approved a budget. Question: how do we wish to spend 
our money, to support causes or develop our chapters? The Board just approved $500 for this 
group. It’s a board decision not a general meeting decision. 

Bob Stevenson: we’re trying to give direction to the Board as to how the money should be spent. 
My point is that their presentations do something we can never do e.g. with Bill C-51. We need 
this organization to continue so we can have our voice heard.  
Margaret: The Board set a $500 limit to any one organization. Leslie Gillett from Victoria noted 
that her social justice committee also wrestles with this issue of how to divide up our budget. My 
concern is that if we increase funding for this group, what about all the others? The ceiling is 
reasonable, irrespective of the worth of any given group. 
Carol Kergan: I also agree we can have a resolution like this. Don’t see why we need to keep as 
large a balance as we do, but we’ve already approved the budget. 
There is a BC civil liberties group. What does ICLMG do that they can’t do? They have 
representatives from many organizations and areas. 
There were comments that the members have faith in the Board and to let them make these 
decisions. 
Moved by Leslie Kemp, seconded by Susan Czarnocki to take the above motion off the table and 
refer the issue to the Board to give it flexibility in the budget. (The matter will be discussed at the 
June Board meeting. Bob Stevenson will attend.) 

Carried with two objections. 
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The meeting adjourned with all in favour at 11:15 PT time 

 
11:30 -11:45 Keynote Presentation: Guy Dauncey, West Coast eco-activist and writer,    whose latest 
book ‘Journey to the Future: A Better World is Possible’, offers a positive vision of a sustainable 
future, grounded in bold action today. 

 
12:00 -12:15  Comments, Questions, and Discussion 
12:15   Closing – Announcements; Lunch at Mahony’s Restaurant 
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CUSJ PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2016-2017 

LOOKING	BACK,	MOVING	FORWARD,	WITH	LOVE	&	JUSTICE	IN	ACTION!!	

Another year has come and gone and I look back with gratitude to the steadfast members of the Board 
whom I count on for thoughtful direction from week to week and month to month. Special thanks to the 
Board’s Acting Secretary Marlene Koehler. Marlene’s attention to detail and expertise in policy making 
were welcome gifts to our Board this past year. Alas, Marlene is moving on in the world and the Board 
is seeking someone to replace her. Marlene would be happy to help make that transition as smooth as 
possible for any aspiring volunteer Secretary. The Board meets monthly by way of Zoom conference 
calls, but takes a summer break. 

Our high-spirited Joy Silver has been wearing two hats, Membership Chair and Listserv Manager over 
the years and she has wisely decided to extend one of her hats to a new member of the Board, Lynn 
Armstrong. Lynn’s addition to the Board is coming at a perfect time. And of course, Joy has offered to 
lend a helping hand wherever it is needed. Joy is certainly a joy to work with, with her positive, can-do 
attitude with every task she takes on. Another long-time and always positive member of the Board, Ellen 
Papenburg, has decided to step down from her role as Webmaster. Ellen has handed this mantle to the 
more than capable, tech-savvy Co-Web editor Cym Gomery. Cym seems to manage both roles with ease 
and I, for one, am mightily impressed and appreciative of Cym’s talents. She manages to keep on top of 
the latest news and her pithy and witty website headings and comments, entertain as well as engage our 
members. (The other Co-Web editor is Rev. Frances Deverell, past President and continuing member on 
the Board). 

Cym was also instrumental in bringing the latest CUSJ chapter to the fold – the Québec Chapter. This 
regional Chapter includes members from three congregations, the Unitarian Church of Montréal, UU 
Estrie and the Lakeshore UU Congregation, plus one non-affiliated member. This is how we build up 
CUSJ’s national network, one member and one chapter at a time. 

 I’m also thrilled to announce the start-up of another chapter, the Thunder Bay Chapter, in northern 
Ontario. One of its members, Sally Palmer Woods, has gone the extra mile and agreed to sit on the 
CUSJ Board. Thank you Sally for coming on ‘board’ at such a critical time in our nation’s and 
civilization’s history. Last, but not least, special thanks are due to our intrepid editor of JUSTnews, 
Philip Symons. This gem of a journal has produced a loyal readership and increased CUSJ membership 
over the years. Our deepest thanks to Philip for his inspired and inspiring quarterly newsletter. Thanks to 
all our members, for helping to strengthen the local, regional and national ties that bind us in this far-
flung land we all call ‘our home and native land’. 

Lastly, a plug for our new banners. They are light and bright and guaranteed to be put to good use at 
rallies and marches in the weeks and months to come. CUSJ Toronto has raised our banner numerous 
times this past year for the climate (most recently, the March for Science and the People’s Climate 
March) anti-pipeline, anti-Islamophobia, anti-free trade, pro-fair trade, pro-democracy, electoral reform, 
national housing and international women’s solidarity demonstrations. The total cost to our members is 
a grand bargain at $50.00, less than a 1/3 of the actual price. We also have matching red and white t-
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shirts so that we Unitarians truly stand out in a crowd. What a great way to build our Unitarian ‘brand’ 
and recruit new members to our progressive faith by highlighting our core values of love and justice! 

DEMOCRACY	–	PROMISES	TO	KEEP!	

CRA	REFORM	

CUSJ was one of hundreds of charities and non-profits that made a formal submission to the Canada 
Revenue Agency on charities’ political activities and the critical role they play in Canadian society in 
matters of public policy debates. CUSJ also wrote a letter to the Minister of National Revenue, Ms. 
Diane Lebouthillier, reminding her of her mandate to modernize the rules governing the charitable 
sector. As there is strength in numbers, CUSJ joined the Friends of Canadian Charities Coalition 
(FCCC) as well, which wrote an open letter to the Prime Minister and offered a sample letter for 
concerned Canadians to write to their MPs. in turn. Most recently the FCCC wrote a letter and press 
release commending the Expert Panel’s latest report, calling for legislative reform based on the panel’s 
recommendations.  

Update: On May 8th, we learned that Minister of National Revenue Diane Lebouthillier had announced 
that the Charities Panel Report has included many of the recommended changes. Importantly, the report 
asks that the rules governing the freedom of Canadians to speak be enhanced by removing prohibitions 
on participation in public policy development by the charities they support. 

ELECTORAL	REFORM	

Last September, CUSJ, along with hundreds of organizations and thousands of individuals, submitted a 
brief to the Special Parliamentary Committee on Electoral Reform (ERRE). We urged the government to 
address Canada’s democratic deficit by enacting proportional representation. Despite the high 
participation and recommendations made by its own Special Committee, the Prime Minister suddenly 
and unilaterally reneged on this key election promise. The electorate is more determined than ever that 
electoral reform will be implemented before the 2019 election. Many have signed on to Leadnow’s 
campaign (‘Be a democracy hero!’), to contact our MPs and to canvass door to door.  

MP Nathan Cullen is also leading the charge with a parliamentary petition and is conducting town hall 
meetings in Liberal ridings across the country. There is still a chance to salvage the reform process when 
the ERRE’s report comes up for a vote in the House of Commons in May. Twenty Liberal votes is all it 
would take to right the wrong of their leader and bring in a new voting system in time for the next 
election. 

NATIONAL	SECURITY	

Last October, Jack Dodds and I presented a brief, authored by Jack, on the National Security 
Framework, to the federal government’s Standing Committee on Public Safety and National Security 
(SECU). We concluded our presentation by asking the Committee to heed the words of theologian 
Reinhold Niebuhr: 
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‘Humankind's capacity for justice makes democracy possible; but its inclination to injustice makes 
democracy necessary.’  

 

We also submitted a brief in response to the proposed National Security and Intelligence Oversight 
Committee, Bill C-22, urging Parliament to bring democratic control to Canada’s security agencies. The 
long-awaited report recommends further restrictions on and greater oversight of Canada’s spy agencies. 

Disappointingly, the government chose to reject SECU’s amended version of the bill, which now has 
First Reading in the Senate. CUSJ has written twice to Senator Mobina Jaffer, the Deputy Chair of the 
Senate Committee on National Security and Defence (SECD). We also sent a letter to the 22 Senators 
who voted against Bill C-51 (the Anti-Terror Bill) in the last Parliament, asking them to take action to 
restore the SECU amendments. You can find our letters on the CUSJ.org site. CUSJ members are 
encouraged to take action by writing to your MP and the Senate Committee currently studying the Bill. 

CUSJ submitted a third brief to the Public Safety Canada Consultation on National Security in 
December, with several recommendations. The final report is soon to be released. 

Our latest brief, (also authored by Jack), was submitted in March to the Public Safety and National 
Security Committee (SECU) on the proposed Pre-clearance Act for US Customs and Border Protection, 
Bill C-23. This new Act would give the US government the power to make a USCBP agent immune 
from Canadian criminal law. A detained person at Canadian air, rail and cruise ship terminals would not 
have the right to withdraw. The federal government has been pressed to explain the need for this new 
legislation but has not adequately done so. The brief stated that the government is compromising its own 
legitimacy, thereby damaging Canadian democracy. 

ALLIES	IN	DEMOCRACY	

CUSJ regularly endorses letters by our partners and allies for democratic reform and responsible 
stewardship of the land. CUSJ’s latest endorsement was the Voices-Voix letter to the PM, registering 
our dismay that the government has decided to delay needed reforms to Canada’s Access to Information 
Act, despite repeated promises of action, and several consultations and recommendations from the 
Office of the Information Commissioner and others. Transparent government is fundamental to a well-
functioning democracy. Together, we will hold our government to its promises. The electorate expects 
significant reforms to be enacted by the end of 2018. 

HUMAN	RIGHTS	

CUSJ members and supporters on the Hassan Diab Support Committee have been championing his case 
since 2008, when Dr. Diab was first detained by the Canadian government. Dr. Diab was extradited to 
France in 2014. Even though the Canadian judge concluded that the alleged evidence against Dr. Diab 
would not hold up in a Canadian court of law, he felt obliged, under Canada’s current extradition laws, 
to send him to a French prison. The French judges have reached the same conclusion, and called for Dr. 
Diab’s release six times now, only to have the ruling overturned, time and again, by the Court of Appeal.  
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CUSJ has written to the Prime Minister, to Foreign Affairs Minister Ms. Chrystia Freeland, and Minister 
of Justice Ms. Jody Wilson-Raybould, twice in the past six months. Sample letters to the Ministers can 
be found at diabsupport@gmail.com. Please share the letters and parliamentary petition with family and 
friends.  Justice delayed is justice denied. Shame on Canada! 

MEDICAL	ASSISTANCE	IN	DYING	(MAID)	

An open letter was written to the federal government prior to the passage of the ‘Right to Die With 
Dignity’ legislation, Bill C-14. CUSJ’s Lobby Kit on Medically-Assisted Dying is still relevant for 
irremediable chronic and degenerative diseases such as ALS and Alzheimer’s. Provincial governments 
need to work hand-in-hand with the federal government to ensure patient rights over institutional rights 
and to find the balance between ‘right of conscience’ and compassionate care. Under Bill C-14, the 
federal government is required to collect MAID related data with an open and transparent reporting 
mechanism. For more information and to become involved, contact Dying with Dignity Canada.  

ABOLITION	OF	NUCLEAR	WEAPONS	

The official 2016 Liberal Party platform called for Canada to ‘commence negotiations for a Nuclear 
Weapons Convention that would ban nuclear weapons.’ But when the actual UN Nuclear Weapons 
Convention was called to order, the Canadian government was nowhere in sight. In fact, Canada was 
one of 35 countries that voted against the UN resolution to negotiate a legally binding treaty prohibiting 
nuclear weapons, claiming that US nuclear weapons are essential for its security.  

Our letter indicated that as a middle power, Canada still has a chance to redeem its reputation by 
attending the UN Convention when member states meet again in June 2017. When it comes to a nuclear 
weapons strike, there will be no second chance for humanity. 

PEACE	IN	ISRAEL-PALESTINE	

Both last year and this, CUSJ wrote letters to the Prime Minister, asking him to overturn the government 
motion condemning those who support the grassroots Boycott, Divest and Sanctions (BDS) movement. 
BDS is a non-violent campaign to pressure Israel to cease its expansion of Jewish settlements and to 
stop violating international law and Palestinians’ human rights. Israel’s Parliament has since passed a 
law barring entry or residency to non-Israelis who advocate boycott.  

Omar Barghouti, co-founder of the BDS movement, was detained for five days and threatened with 
losing his residency status. CUSJ, a member of the Canadian BDS Coalition, along with the BDS 
National Committee, published an open statement of support for Mr. Barghouti, noting that Israel’s 
latest attempt to criminalize the boycott movement and intimidate activists will only serve to further the 
cause of freedom and justice for Palestinians.  

Earlier in the year, Israel passed a so-called ‘Regularization Bill’ (a.k.a. Expropriation Bill) which 
retroactively legalizes more than 50 settlements--a provocative action, roundly condemned by Britain, 
France and Germany. Even the Israeli Attorney General stated that the Bill contravened both Israeli and 
international law. It was also condemned by the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace 
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Process. The outgoing US Secretary of State stated, “Israel can either be Jewish or democratic - it cannot 
be both – and it won’t ever really be at peace.”  

Now that the two-state solution is apparently no longer an option, what will Canada, in concert with the 
international community do to help bring a just and lasting peace in the Middle East? CUSJ also wrote a 
letter to Global Affairs Minister Ms. Chrystia Freeland on this matter but has yet to receive a response.  

CUSJ recently joined the ‘No Way to Treat a Child’ campaign, on behalf of children and youth detained 
and prosecuted in Israeli military courts. CUSJ stands in solidarity with Palestinian political prisoners 
currently on a hunger strike to highlight the mass detention and inhumane treatment of men, women and 
children in the hope of a peaceful resolution and a negotiated end to the occupation. 

ISLAMOPHOBIA	IN	CANADA	

In light of the deadly attack on a Quebec mosque by a home-grown 27 year old ‘terrorist’ on January 
29th, and a parliamentary e-petition, signed by 70,000 Canadians, condemning all forms of 
Islamophobia, Motion M-103 was tabled by Iqra Khalid on February 15th, condemning ‘all forms of 
racism and discrimination, including Islamophobia’. Following a heated debate, the motion passed. To 
his credit, Conservative MP Michael Chong made a strong statement in favour of the motion.  

The mosque shooting left six men dead, and more than 30 family members bereaved. CUSJ sent a 
message of sympathy and solidarity to Mohamed Yangui, the President of the mosque that was targeted, 
and to his congregants. 

CUSJ Toronto Chapter has taken part in two anti-Islamophobia rallies to counter public rallies led 
largely by white supremacist groups. In a world of divisive politics and increasing intolerance towards 
‘the perceived other’, civil society must be ever vigilant to stand up for diversity and inclusion and ‘the 
inherent worth and dignity of every person’. (UU First Principle) 

INDIGENOUS	ALLIES		

CUSJ supports the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s 94 Calls to Action. The Kairos Canada 
Winds of Change campaign invites Canadians to send an e-letter to their provincial MPPs/MLAs 
regarding Call to Action #62, in favour of implementing an age-appropriate curriculum on residential 
schools, treaties and Indigenous peoples’ contributions to Canada. You can find the link on our website. 
Without understanding our collective past, we will not be able to walk together into a better future. 
Canadians are also encouraged to meet with their federal and provincial representatives to request full 
implementation of such a curriculum from Kindergarten to Grade Twelve. Education is the key to 
reconciliation. Kairos staff will visit your schools and congregations to offer an experiential Kichi 
blanket exercise. Everyone is invited to take part in a blanket exercise on Parliament Hill on June 2nd, 
2017. Kairos Canada invites you to download and circulate the petition calling for the implementation of 
Call to Action #62. 

 Indigenous people are vastly overrepresented in Canadian prisons. 68% of federally incarcerated female 
inmates are indigenous. 60% of the indigenous population in prisons live with mental illness. 
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Incarceration is the adult version of residential schools. Please contact the Rev. Frances Deverell 
(webeditor@cusj.org) to work on the issue of ‘prevention, not detention’. 

EMPLOYMENT	AND	LABOUR	RELATIONS	

In the changing labour market of precarious employment, faith leaders in Ontario (ordained and lay), 
including many Unitarian ministers and yours truly, signed a Faith Leaders Statement demanding greater 
fairness for low income workers and offering recommendations to the government review of two critical 
laws: the Employment Standards Act and the Labour Relations Act. Faith leaders in Ontario also 
endorsed the current Fight for $15 and Fairness campaign for a fair minimum wage and laws to protect 
vulnerable workers. If you live in Ontario or wish to expand the campaign to other provincial 
jurisdictions, contact 15andfairness.org and join the movement for fair wages. This is what love and 
justice in action looks like! 

THE	ENVIRONMENT	

The climate crisis is the greatest challenge our civilization has to face. As Unitarians, we believe that we 
have a moral imperative to act. CUSJ is facing this challenge through practical actions such as lobbying 
MPs against pipelines, encouraging congregational divestment from fossil fuels, and supporting 
alternative energies.  

In a February letter to the PM, we pointed out that his government’s approval of the expansion of the 
Trans Mountain Project and Line 3 pipeline makes a mockery of Canada’s ratification of the COP21 
Paris Agreement, which aims to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees above pre-industrial levels. Instead, 
Canada will now miss its 2030 target of reducing carbon emissions by 91 megatonnes and put the west 
coast in peril of further oil spills and earthquakes. Over a hundred First Nations are opposed to this 
pipeline as are cities on the West Coast and beyond. Inspired by our principle of “respect for the 
interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part,” we are determined to do what we can to 
demonstrate our strong opposition. CUSJers can take the pledge and become a Coast Protector to stop 
Kinder Morgan’s expansion. Find out what further measures you can take at CUSJ.org.   

There are ample alternatives to the fossil fuel-based economy, such as hybrid and electric vehicles, 
public transit, conservation, and investing in renewable energy. As a Board member of Climate Action 
Network Canada, affiliated with CAN-International and also a longtime member of Climatefast, I 
understand how important it is to think globally and act locally. Cities account for 70 per cent of global 
greenhouse gas emissions. Climatefast has been hosting workshops on how to make deputations at City 
Budget Committee meetings to great effect. To create the political will for ‘system change not climate 
change’, concerned citizens, from all walks of life, need to work together to create the political space for 
governments at all levels, to enact policies now for a sustainable future for generations to come.  

THE	ECONOMY	–	INTERNATIONAL	TRADE	AGREEMENTS	

On Feb. 3rd, 2016, Canada’s International Trade Minister, Ms. Chrystia Freeland, signed the 12 country 
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) agreement. CUSJ’s Board members, Leslie Kemp and Cym Gomery 
wrote a cover article on the TPP in last year’s spring edition of JUSTnews, roundly condemning the 
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latest ‘free trade agreement,’ stating it would surpass NAFTA in ceding powers to corporations. The 
hope was that the deal would never be signed. Since that time, more than 60,000 Canadians took part in 
public consultations with the International Trade Committee – 95% of whom opposed the TPP. Most 
agreed that negotiations take place ‘behind closed doors’ and mostly benefit large businesses. One of the 
main concerns was the Investor-State Dispute mechanism, whereby private corporations can and do sue 
governments for loss of profit, resulting in financial burdens for governments and fear of regulating 
policies in the public interest. Thankfully, one of US President Donald Trump’s first acts was to remove 
the United States from the TPP. Given that Minister Freeland has indicated the TPP is no longer 
politically viable without the US, its fate in the ash heap of history is all but certain. As for the 
Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) with Europe, Britain’s exit from the EU also 
changes everything. At the public consultations I attended in Toronto, many people voiced their 
opposition to CETA. Hopefully, the Minister Chrystia Freeland was paying attention.  

As for renegotiating NAFTA with the current US President and his ‘America first’ agenda, Canadians 
want no more backroom deals that put the interests of corporations ahead of the interests of people and 
the planet. 

THE	HIDDEN	ECONOMY	–	Dark	Money	

The lead article in the latest issue of JUSTnews, a sermon by Rev. Steven Epperson, exposes the dark 
side of the economy--offshore bank accounts and shell companies, set up by law firms and financiers 
dedicated to concealing the identities of their wealthy clients and multinational companies to avoid 
paying taxes. We learned from the bestseller, The Panama Papers, that the burden of taxation has been 
placed on ordinary people. It is estimated that the Canadian government is being cheated out of $6 
billion of taxable revenue every year. Meanwhile, taxpayers bail out banks, suffer through austerity 
budgets and cuts to social safety nets, healthcare, infrastructure, alternative energy, housing and 
education and other essential public goods and services. “Taxes are the price we pay for a civilized 
society.” (US Supreme Court Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr.)  

Reverend Epperson provided us with a sample letter to write to the Minister of Finance, Bill Morneau. 
There are two asks: First, create an effective system for the automatic global exchange of information 
about bank accounts; and second, establish a globally transparent register of all companies listing the 
real owners of companies, foundations and trusts. The U.K. has created the world’s first open-data 
corporate registry system to crack down on wealthy tax evaders. Canada must follow suit. As the good 
Reverend points out, what better way to ‘make real our Unitarian values and beliefs in truth, justice, 
equity and the democratic process’ than to work for a fair and just economy. 

The	Committee	on	Monetary	and	Economic	Reform	(COMER)	

The previous paragraph spoke to fiscal reform (taxing & spending). As a Board member of COMER, we 
work towards monetary reform (money creation and control). The Bank of Canada was nationalized in 
1938 and mandated ‘to regulate credit and currency in the best interests of the economic life of the 
nation.’ Between 1939 and 1974, the government borrowed from its own central bank funding the War 
effort, public services and major public projects such as the Trans-Canada highway and the St. 
Lawrence Seaway. In effect, the Bank of Canada acted as our public infrastructure bank. Government 
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debt was low as the government borrowed from its own central bank. The national debt shot up in 1975 
following a ‘closed door’ meeting with the Bank of International Settlements (BIS - the central bank of 
central banks) in Basel, Switzerland. From that time onward, the Canadian government began borrowing 
from private banking institutions instead, at compound interest. The federal debt today stands at 640 
billion, of which the government pays 25 billion in interest annually, the 4th highest expense, after 
healthcare, seniors pensions and program expenditures. 

The COMER lawsuit launched against the government in December 2011, to restore the Bank of Canada 
Act to its original constitutional purpose, is being appealed at the Supreme Court of Canada, after earlier 
appeals were exhausted at the Federal Court. An article by the late co-founder of COMER, the late Dr. 
John Hotson, was published in the winter edition of JUSTnews. He asked the obvious question, ‘Could 
anything be more insane than for the human race to die out because we couldn’t afford to save 
ourselves?’ The Council of Canadians is now supporting the COMER campaign for monetary and 
economic reform. We need more Canadians to join the cause and get to the root of the rot that ails us -  
the financial system!  

NEWSFLASH – The Supreme Court has dismissed COMER’s request to appeal, stating it is a political 
decision, not a legal one. So be it! Let’s get political! 

A	NEW	ECONOMY	

An earlier JUSTnews discussion paper (2013-14) penned by our own CUSJ editor, Philip Symons, calls 
for a new economic and political system that takes into account the human-made climate crisis. Philip 
proposes a progressive taxation system and a limit to annual spending. He points out that research has 
shown that as income rises, so does happiness, up to a certain income level, beyond which happiness 
plateaus, regardless of increasing wealth. Philip suggests taxes would increase to 50% as income 
increases, but when a person’s income after taxes rises above, say $200,000, the surplus is banked by the 
government for that person’s use later in life if desired. In the meantime, the surplus in the bank could 
be used to pay for a Guaranteed Liveable Income for the unemployed. A GLI would guarantee each 
adult enough purchasing power to afford basic food and shelter, which would be progressively taxed 
back as a person’s income increases. In addition, the government could offer business loans to stimulate 
green investment for a sustainable economy. In the same JUSTnews edition, author and activist George 
Monbiot opines that a Basic Income Guarantee (BIG) would offer ‘a spark of hope’ for the poorer half 
of the population barely making ends meet in these inequitable times. Finally, Philip calls for tax 
shifting – taxing what we don’t want while removing taxes on what we do want. Do Philip’s radical 
solutions spark some radical ideas on your part? Where there is political will for radical change there is a 
way forward! 

Standing on the Side of Love and Justice!! 

 

Your appreciative President, 

~ Margaret Rao 
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CHAPTER AND GROUP REPORTS 
There were three new chapters formed in the past year:  

• The CUSJ-Québec Regional Chapter,   

• The CUSJ Thunder Bay (ON) Chapter, and 

• The CUSJ Islands (BC) Chapter.  

The two newest chapters, CUSJ-Québec and CUSJ Thunder Bay, did not produce reports for 2017. 

CUSJ	Islands	Chapter	(BC)	

Editor’s Note: The Islands Chapter was formed in late 2016. 

In March, we attended A Site C dam vigil put on by the Kairos rolling justice bus. The First Unitarian 
Church of Victoria led the vigil with songs and stories outside the BC Legislature. We brought the CUSJ 
banner and wore our t-shirts. 

We will have a May meeting after our May 9th provincial election. 

~Leslie Gillett 

CUSJ	West	Coast	Chapter	

There is interest in collaborating in social justice activities across congregations (in the name of the 
Westcoast Chapter of CUSJ) and there have been some attempts to do so including a November 2016 
March and Rally against the Kinder Morgan pipeline. Vancouver has an active Social Justice Committee 
and these members proudly carried the new CUSJ banner at the March 4, 2017 Rally for Poverty-Free 
BC. We invited members of other Vancouver area congregations to join us at the march and rally but 
none were able to. It is our hope that participating in concrete actions together will build momentum for 
an active Westcoast Chapter of the CUSJ but perhaps we need to re-examine this strategy. 

~Leslie Kemp and Lynn Armstrong 
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Southern	Alberta	Chapter	(Social	Justice	Committee)	

Jan 2016 - April 2017 

Your Social Justice Committee (SJC) started 2016 by inviting the Calgary activist community to 
Wickenden Hall for a January showing of the movie This Changes Everything, by Avi Lewis and Naomi 
Klein. By co-ordinating publicity with Green Sanctuary Committee (GS) and the Council of Canadians 
(COC), as well as using social media and available print media, we attracted more than 120 people. Our 
community was re-acquainted with many long-time activist friends, attracted some new friends, and 
netted $650 for the church. 

SJC remains focused on Indigenous themes. In November 2015, we awarded the first (recent) internal 
William Irvine Award to Unitarian Church of Calgary’s (UCC’s) own William (Bill) Wuttunee, 
although posthumously. In spring, we presented another movie with GS and COC support, Elder in the 
Making, about two youths, one Indigenous and one a Chinese immigrant, exploring Alberta landscapes 
and history.  

SJC requested and received a committee budget. Bruce Godwin stepped down as Chair in order to 
pursue more humanist studies. Penney Kome became Chair.  

Penney Kome wrote a “4 Questions” column for the Quest from January to June 2016, on behalf of SJC, 
interviewing some of UCC’s activist members who are often absent. Penney has been keeping members 
informed of upcoming political actions by posting events to UCC’s Facebook page. 

In addition to the activities mentioned above: 

• In May 2016, Susan organized a breakfast meeting on behalf of SJC so that CUSJ members could 
participate in the Ottawa CUSJ general meeting. Calgary was the only place to join the webcast as a group.  
Many thanks to Christopher Feitz and Hendrik Schaink for their technical help through the year. 

• September 2016 – We rented two surreys for the Pride Parade and marched in the middle of the parade 
with UCC’s Pride Rainbow Banner. 

• We collected 143 pairs of women’s shoes and boots to support the Indigenous women’s Sisters in Spirit 
rally and shoe Medicine Wheel. 

• October 2016 -- We organized a movie night for Silver Donald Cameron’s film, “Green Rights: The 
Human Right to a Healthy Planet.” 

• Penney wrote a Quest article about Thank You notes from 4 Others recipients. 
• SJC arranged for the Turkish Sufis to share their Noah’s Pudding with the congregation after the service. 

The Sufis are under severe attack in Turkey, and appreciated the support. We appreciated their company 
and the pudding too. 

• November 2016 - SJC promoted electoral reform with a display and a laptop where people could fill out 
the MyDemocracy.ca survey 

• December 2016 - SJC presented the William Irvine Award to Chantal Stormstong Chagnon and Cheryle 
Chagnon-Greyeyes during the Dec 11 service. Debra also spoke about her visit to Standing Rock, ND 

• SJC promoted electoral reform during coffee hour 
• January 2017 - SJC presented Michael Moore’s movie, Where to Invade Next 
• February 2017 - SJC (Penney) presented Sunday Service about the Elizabeth Fry Society 
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CUSJ	Toronto	Chapter	

April 2017  

The CUSJ Toronto Chapter includes members involved in local, regional, national and international 
debate and action in matters of social, economic, environmental and political justice.  

CUSJ’s quarterly newsletter, JUSTnews is a springboard for discussion and action, including letter 
writing, petition signing, posting articles and events on the Social Justice bulletin board and on the Eco-
Social Justice Group listserve as well as in First Light, Toronto First’s weekly e-newsletter. CUSJ’s 
banner was raised in a number of climate, anti-pipeline, anti-Islamophobia, anti-free trade, pro-fair trade, 
pro-democracy, including electoral reform, national housing and international women’s solidarity 
demonstrations.  

Many thanks to Toronto First member Jack Dodds for his presentation and briefs to the federal 
government’s Standing Committee on Public Safety and National Security (SECU) on Bill C-22 and Bill 
C-23 (Pre-clearance Act for U.S. Customs and Border Protection). These briefs are posted on CUSJ’s 
website.  

CUSJ Toronto Chapter also co-hosts bi-monthly eco-social justice films. We began the year with a 
series of audience choice ‘short docs’ that set the tone for the challenging year ahead, including U.K. 
inspired Transition Towns. We end the year with Revolution: Save the Humans by the late eco-activist 
and well-beloved Torontonian Rob Stewart.  

~Margaret Rao 
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	CUSJ-Global	Justice	Working	Group,	Ottawa	

We have prioritized Indigenous Issues: 

The first event last fall was to welcome MP Romeo Saganash, who has been very involved with the UN 
Declaration on The Rights of Indigenous Peoples going back over many years. (Mary Duncan) This was 
followed by three public events at our congregation, explaining what this declaration means and how it 
fits into the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. A lawyer from Akwesasne, William Davis, was 
instrumental in explaining this. Bill VanIterson organized this. 

On May 7 we will present the film The Pass System, which depicts how our Indigenous people became 
prisoners of their reserves from 1886 until 1951 and had to ask the white agent for a pass to leave. 
Monique Manatch from Barriere Lake and Palestinian professor from Ottawa U Nadia Abu-Zahra will 
then discuss the similarities between the Canadian and the Israeli Colonialism. (Anita & Ria) 

We have also had a session on The Overrepresentation of our Indigenous People in our prisons. 
(Frances, Anita, Bill) 

Last September we held an Electoral Reform event. 

Israel/Palestine issues:  

• Showing of the film The Occupation of the American Mind 

• Welcoming Dr. Yousef Jabareen, Arab MK of the Knesset last October who spoke to a large 
audience. He explained that an Arab member can be easily fired if he or she criticises the present 
government there. (Anita & Ria) 

• A film night around Hassan Diab’s legal problems –first in Canada and since his extradition to 
France. Organized by Ria. 

• Involvement with several organizations that help students in social housing to finish high school: 
Pathway to Education, SWAG (Students Will All Graduate). We are also helping Indigenous 
high school students in their Wasa Nabin program at the Odawa Friendship Center. Brent 
Kaesler from Pathway spoke to members on April 30. (Anita & Ria) 

• Mary Jackson, founding co-ordinator of Mining Watch Canada invited by Bob S. 

~Anita MacLean 
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BOARD REPORTS 

Membership	Coordinator’s	Report	
1. 136 paid-up members 
2.  74 non-paid-up members  
3.  11 resignations 

Actions:	

Website	Registration	Form		

Now includes a line on the website registration form to indicate amount paid. 

Membership	Data	

When the treasurer receives a cheque in the mail without a membership form, he or she will send 
an electronic form to the member to fill out and return. Treasurer will use an electronic system to 
send a copy to the Membership Chair. This policy can ensure that the Membership Chair has all 
the necessary data for our record keeping; communication and newsletter mailing instructions. 

Membership	Renewal	Notifications	

Background: Some members renew their memberships up to 15 months after memberships are 
due, giving rise to confusion about when they ought to next renew.  

    New Membership Policies: 
1. Renewing members will be thanked for their payment and asked to  make a donation of 

record (as in the bylaws) for their renewal year regardless of date of payment, and asked 
to consider the membership year to run from April 1st.  

2. Members on Membership List will be designated as: 
• A active (donating)   
• D dormant (no contact) members.  
• NR not renewing after a two consecutive year period .  

Non-renewing designates will continue to receive electronic listserv communication and 
electronic newsletters, but not mailed newsletters until such time as the Membership 
Chair receives a request to remove their name from the list, or notice of death. 
Rationale:  people opt in or out depending on their current interest. There will be no cost 
to maintain lapsed members and continued communication may spark an interest to 
renew payment when interest is renewed. 

3. A privacy policy was created and posted on all membership forms. 
~Joy Silver, Membership Coordinator 
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JUSTnews	ANNUAL	REPORT	for	2016-2017	

Two regular issues of JUSTnews and two Discussion Papers were published between the CUSJ AGM in 
May, 2016, and that in 2017 in the usual alternating sequence:  

• Summer 2016, JUSTnews regular issue 20 (1), lead article “Why Minority Governments?—A Little 
History,” by Rafe Mair. 

• Autumn 2016, JUSTnews Discussion Paper No. 32, “Journey to the Future,” by Guy Dauncey, a pictorial 
issue. 

• Winter 2016-2017, JUSTnews regular issue 20 (2), lead article, “The Suicide of the Liberal Church,” by 
Chris Hedges. 

• Spring 2017, JUSTnews Discussion Paper No. 33, “Dark Money: Epiphany and the Hidden Trillions,” by 
the Rev. Steven Epperson. 

The Editorial Committee consists of Philip Symons, editor, Don Vipond and Leslie Gillett. Proof-
readers are Debra Mair and Bert MacBain; Bert retired in June 2016, to be replaced by Alastaire 
Henderson. Joy Silver, membership chair, produces updated email and regular-mailing lists for every 
publication.  

CUSJ treasurer Bob Staveley retired in Sept. 2016, and was replaced by Gary Campbell. The treasurer 
pays the printing and distributing bills. 

Articles (<700 words) and letters by CUSJ members and other Unitarian Universalists are welcome, and 
given priority. 

~Philip Symons, Editor, JUSTnews 

Web	team	Report	2016-2017	

The Web team comprises Frances Deverell, Cym Gomery, and Ellen Papenburg. Frances and Cym both 
handle editorial duties, while Ellen, ‘Webmaster emeritus’ is on hand to answer questions. Although 
Frances was kept busy with her move from Ottawa to Vancouver in recent months, she still found time 
to write letters and posts, and to champion the cause of reforming the criminal justice system. She 
formed a Criminal Justice Working Group through the CUC. 

All CUSJ Board members are active, but CUSJ President Margaret Rao, Past-President Frances 
Deverell, and Jack Dodds (Security agencies) in particular, kept us pretty busy all year! Their activities 
on behalf of the CUSJ included writing letters to various MPs and government Ministers, attending 
hearings, and attending marches. 

Here are links to some posts that bear witness to CUSJ actions on some of the issues that Margaret 
touched on in her 2017 report. 

• CRA REFORM: CUSJ submission on Charitable Tax Law 

• ELECTORAL REFORM: Trudeau risks populist backlash by breaking key promise 

• NATIONAL SECURITY: Senators: Please reinstate amended version of security bill 

• ALLIES IN DEMOCRACY: Gov’t dragging its feet on reforms to the Access to Information Act 
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• HUMAN RIGHTS: Judge orders Hassan Diab released, for the sixth time (may this one take) 

• MEDICAL ASSISTANCE IN DYING (MAID): Contact your MP re Medically-Assisted Dying (updated) 

• ABOLITION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS: A Christmas/Hanukkah Gift: UN General Assembly approves 
historic resolution to eliminate nuclear weapons 

• PEACE IN ISRAEL-PALESTINE: Israeli smear campaign shows that BDS is working 
• INDIGENOUS ALLIES: We could reduce violent crime by 50 percent: Here’s how 
• EMPLOYMENT AND LABOUR RELATIONS: Speaking out for decent work conditions and fair wages 
• THE ENVIRONMENT: Trans-Mountain and Line 3 approval = another broken promise 
• THE ECONOMY – INTERNATIONAL TRADE AGREEMENTS: http://cusj.org/category/trade-deals/ 
• THE HIDDEN ECONOMY – Dark Money: Tax havens are robbing us of our democracy 

~Cym Gomery 

WebMaster’s	Report		

Note: I have been presenting a Web report at each of our monthly Council meetings. To view recent 
reports, click here. 

Ellen passed the Webmaster hat to me mid-year, but she has continued to help whenever I call on her for 
information on passwords, forms, and much more. Thank you, Ellen, for sharing your knowledge! 

Back-end	

The problems that we had in previous years with spam comments seem to have been eradicated, due to 
some tweaks to the Sucuri software setup. CUSJ.org readers can now comment, and we have had a few 
comments over the year, but more would be welcome. J 

WordPress updates are set up to occur automatically.  

I installed new Backup software as well. It is free, but you have to initiate the backups manually, which I 
do about once a month. And—happy surprise--a Support technician that I chatted with about Backups, 
kindly installed a WordPress File Manager app, so that admins can move files around without having to 
use FTP. 

Finally, I installed an app that automatically creates a Facebook post for each new post on the Website—
rather nifty, I thought! 

Front-end	

Bill Woolverton and Frances Deverell shared their recommendations from a Web site review several 
months ago, and based on their input, I made changes to the front end menus, banner, logo, and more. 
Andy has a good eye, and he helped with getting the logo and the overall aesthetic right. Bill had 
suggested that we add pictures and descriptions to the various categories (Democracy, Peace, Economic 
Justice and so on) used to index the posts, and I found a software that does just that… it was a little 
tricky to set up, requiring a line of code copied into a template, but Ellen and I were able to figure it out. 
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Ellen has set up the online AGM registration form and so on. Again this year, we have posted the live 
streaming instructions for the ZOOM conference system.  

Social	media	

Twitter: The free Twitter group account (CUSJgroup) expired, and I didn’t get a response to an email 
asking about renewing it for a fee, so that account is dormant for now. 

The Facebook CUSJ group has 313 members, up from less than 300 last year. Current moderators are 
Frances Deverell, Ellen Papenburg, and myself.  

We have been using the Google drive archive to store documents like minutes and agendas, and 
Marlene has been very helpful in maintaining and organizing our files. 

Help and new ideas are always welcome for the CUSJ website, Facebook, and Twitter! 

~Cym Gomery 

Listserv	Manager’s	Report		

There are currently 74 members on our Listserv, down 118 members from last year, due to non-
renewing members; members who found the amount of correspondence too much to manage; and one 
member who found our motion not in keeping with our Unitarian values.   

My duties have been to monitor electronic discussion between members, ensuring that correspondence, 
including opinions, is stated respectfully. 

In March there was a breakdown of the UU lists service delivery and the Executive made an expedient 
decision to switch our service delivery through Google Groups. We are finding this service provider 
more convenient and less onerous to manage and less constraining for members. 

World events continue to dominate; lively discussions and national concerns generate requests for action 
in the form of letter-writing and petitions. Listserv members offer many resources that include 
newspaper articles, journal articles; lectures and personal experiences and opinions. 

I enjoy having a personal presence with our listserv members when responding to their concerns, 
queries; and requests. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

~Joy Silver, Listserv Manager 
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Nominating	Committee	Report:	CUSJ	Board	2017-2018	

Executive	
1. Margaret	Rao	(President)	Toronto	
2. Bill	Woolverton	(Vice-president)	Nanaimo	
3. Lynn	Armstrong	(Membership)	Vancouver	
4. Gary	Campbell	(Treasurer)	Ottawa	
5. Frances	Deverell	(Past-president,	Web	team)	Nanaimo	
+	Vacancy	for	a	Secretary	

Regional	members	

BC	
1. Philip	Symons	(JUSTnews	editor)	Victoria	
2. Leslie	Kemp,	Vancouver	
3. Joy	Silver,	Port	Coquitlam	(list-serve	manager)	
4. Leslie	Gillett,	Victoria	

Prairies	
Vacancy	

Ontario	
5. Gustavo	Frederico,	Ottawa	
6. Sally	Palmer	Woods,	Thunder	Bay	
7. Ellen	Papenburg,	Grand	River	
8. Jim	Sannes,	Grand	River	
9. Bob	Staveley,	Ottawa	

Quebec	
10. Cym	Gomery,	Montreal	(Webmaster)	
+	one	Vacancy	

Atlantic	
11. Andy	Blair,	Halifax	
+	one	Vacancy	

We thus have 16 board members, 5 on the exec and 11 Regional members. 

Atlantic	Region	1;	Quebec	1;	Ontario	7	(2+5);	Prairies	0;	BC	7	(3+4)	

Marlene Koehler does not want to be a member of the board or the executive but she has kindly offered 
to attend our monthly meetings and take notes for us if we need her to do so.  We will continue to look 
for someone to fill the role of Secretary. 

We give a special thanks to: 
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• Christina	Duvander,	long-serving	board	member	from	Montreal,	who	is	stepping	down	this	
year.			

• Ahti	Tolvanen,	and	Eryl	Court,	who	are	also	stepping	down.		We	hope	that	Ahti,	Eryl,	and	
Christina	will	stay	engaged	with	CUSJ	and	share	their	ideas	or	involvements	with	us	when	they	
are	so	inspired.			

• Joy	Silver	for	her	tireless	work	as	Membership	chair	over	many	years.		Thank	you	also	for	
continuing	on	as	listserve	manager	and	Board	member	representing	the	West	Coast	Chapter.	

• Bob	Staveley,	for	his	years	of	service	as	Treasurer.	Thanks	for	continuing	on	the	board	as	an	
Ottawa	Regional	member.	

• Jack	Dodds,	for	his	service	this	year	as	an	issue	monitor	on	issues	of	security	and	oversight	of	
the	RCMP	and	CSIS,	and	his	concern	for	protecting	the	rights	and	privacy	of	Canadians.	

	

~Bob Stevenson and Frances Deverell 
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RESOLUTIONS 

Reforms	to	the	Criminal	Justice	system	

France Deverell proposed a resolution during the May 12th AGM to match the CUC brief that 
she submitted. 

For	a	health-centered	approach	to	psychoactive	substances	

Given that: 

Psychoactive substances have been traditionally managed as a Criminal Justice issue, and this 
has proven ineffective, resulting in increased incarceration, gang violence, and profiting biker 
gangs and the Mafia. The economic costs of illegal psychoactive substances is estimated to be 
from seven to 18 billion dollars; 

Be it resolved that: 

The CUSJ educate the public and lobby the Canadian government in order to shift the 
responsibility for drug policy from the purview of Criminal Justice to that of Public Health.  

Specific recommendations will include: 

a) Make drugs that are likely to be abused subject to Canadian inspection and quality control and 
distributed and administered by qualified health care professionals using a harm reduction 
approach. 

b) Emulate Switzerland and Norway, which have made public health central to their illegal 
psychoactive substance strategies. 

c) Open additional supervised injection sites in major Canadian cities. 
d) Decriminalize drugs 
e) Focus on public health strategies: prevention, treatment, harm reduction, enforcement 
f) Shift the focus from supply to demand—offer drug consumers and vulnerable populations 

alternatives to drug use. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
For the Year ending March 31, 2017 

Ten	year	summary	of	CUSJ	finances	

YEAR	 REVENUES	 EXPENDITURES	 SURPLUS	(DEFICIT)	

    

2016-2017 $10,451 $7,933 $2,518 

2015-2016 9,357  8,224  1,133  

2014-2015 11,367  12,046  (679) 

2013-2014 12,549  11,684  865  

2012-2013 11,858  8,436  3,422  

2011-2012 8,560  8,912  (352) 

2010-2011 10,202  8,248  1,954  

2009-2010 10,752  8,341  2,411  

2008-2009 5,618  7,205  (1,587) 

2007-2008 6,565  7,496  (931) 

	

Payment	to	CUSJ	by	Congregations	Fiscal	Year	2016/2017	

We wish to express our thanks to these congregations for their payment to CUSJ. 

Month	 Number	 Congregations	 Payment	 	 Members	 $	

April 2016 0 -none- $0  20 $1,113.37 

May 1 (not recorded) $200  40 $2,225.81 

June 1 Edmonton $50  26 $1,461.93 

July 0 -none- $0  0 $0.00 

August 0 -none- $0  6 $498.25 

September 0 -none-   5 $415.00 

October 1 Kingston $100  10 $586.23 
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Month	 Number	 Congregations	 Payment	 	 Members	 $	

November 8 Calgary $161  1 $50.00 

  NW Toronto $14    

  Nanaimo $64    

  Ottawa Fellowship $70    

  Victoria First $200    

  Kelowna $50    

  Capital (Vic) $26    

  Toronto First $292    

December 7 Elora/Fergus $12  2 $260.00 

  Olinda $56    

  Don Heights (Toronto) $56    

  Ottawa First $350    

  Vancouver $340    

  Guelph $45    

  Mississauga $138    

January 2017 5 Montreal $150  5 $315.34 

  North Hatley (Quebec) $29    

  Niagara $100    

  Beacon (Coquitlam) $50    

  Kamloops $20    

February 0 -none- $0  3 $120.00 

March 1 Edmonton $100  4 $165.00 

       

Total	for	the	year	 24	 	 $2,673.00	 	 122	 $7,210.93	
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Statement	of	revenues	and	expenditures	

Revenues	 Year	
2016/2017	

	 Year	
2015/2016	

	 	 	 	

Individual Members  $7,210.93 (122 members) $7,054.98 (116 members)    

Congregation payments  2,673.00 (24 
congregations) 

2,159.00 (23 
congregations) 

   

T-shirt & Banner misc. sales 179.00  40.34     

Banner and postage 67.14       

Dinner sales .00       

Transfer from Business chequing 5.00  28.25     

Credit Union Interest – Chequing 2.09       

- Investment 14.30       

- Certificates 82.45  89.26     

Misc. Revenue – movie 216.50       

-PayPal .13       

TOTAL REVENUES $10,450.54  $9,371.83     

        

EXPENDITURES        

JUSTnews – Printing $2,602.26 Tot. JUSTnews $1,442.61 Tot. JUSTnews    

- Mailing 1,682.79 $4,285.05 1,303.92 $2,746.53    

Donations – Justice Org.   1,898.00     

- Int. Civil Lib. Monitoring Grp 500.00       

- Justice for Abdirahman 150.00       

Admin & General Exp. 334.78       

AGM – Room Rental &  0.00  510.72     

- Coffee etc. (included ) 0.00  0.00     

- Travel for President 1,000.00  500.00     

- Speaker honorarium 300.00  200.00     

- Speaker’s notes copy  0.00  50.00     

- Printing -annual rep. 97.16  80.68     

- Livestream 0.00 Total AGM 1,000.00 Total AGM    

-Dinner costs 0.00 $1,397.16 41.65 $2,383.05    

Credit Union service charge 17.00  48.00     
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FUZE -Board conference call 0.00  170.00     

Web Site Maintenance 665.65  1,000.00     

Annual Filing Fee 20.00  20.00     

Zoom charges for 1 year 270.89       

Purchase of new CUSJ banners 292.27       

TOTAL OPERATING 
EXPENSES 

$7,932.80  $8,265.58     

        

NET OPERATING SURPLUS 
(DEFICIT) 

$2,517.74  $1,106.25     

	

	


