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Tuesday, April 17th, 2018 

The Right Honourable Justn Trudeau
Prime Minister of Canada 
80 Wellington Street 
Otawa, Ontario K1A 0A2 

c.c. Honourable Jim Carr, Minister of Natural Resources

c.c. B.C. Premier John Horgan

Dear Prime Minister, 

I am writng to you on behalf of Canadian Unitarians for Social Justce, a natonal faith-
based organizaton that advocates for peace and justce, and environmental protecton 
in our country and in our world. The government of Britsh Columbia, a leader in 
moving Canada towards a sustainable, low-carbon future, has every right to consult the 
citzens of BC about developing new regulatons to protect their land and coastal 
waters from oil spills. Indigenous communites have every right to assert their land 
claim rights and ttle and to protect their sacred places. 

If Canada is to honour our climate commitments domestcally and internatonally, we 
must accelerate the transiton to a clean energy economy now. Urgent acton, not fossil 
fuel expansion, is needed, if we are to reduce greenhouse gases and avert more 
climate catastrophes. The science is simple: Canada can stll achieve its goal of a 
maximum warming of 2oC—however, according to the Government of Canada website, 
we are already 65% of the way to the carbon limit. In fact, Canada’s carbon emissions 
have contnued to increase despite setng minimum emissions targets in our Pan-
Canadian Framework on Clean Growth and Climate Change. 

Your electon platorm made it clear: “While governments grant permits for resource 
development, only communites can grant permission.” With all due respect, Prime 
Minister, communites from coast to coast say a resounding ‘No’, in the courts and on 
the streets, to this environmentally and economically risky plan. It is not in our 
'natonal interest' to further expand the Trans Mountain pipeline.

The very thought that Kinder Morgan, the largest foreign-based oil pipeline company, 
would issue an ultmatum to the government of Canada to greenlight its project by 
May 31st, is an insult to our democracy. That both Alberta and Otawa would consider 



ofering taxpayer-funded fnancial backing for this fossil-fuel folly adds further insult to 
injury. 

Ordinary Canadians will not permit our country to be hijacked by the fossil-fuel industry 
and fossilized thinking. The bitumen bubble is bound to burst sooner than later, and 
Canadians, both young and old, are more determined than ever to end the age of fossil 
fuels and to build a country and a world of community-led renewable energy and a 
clean, green economy for generatons to come. 

Standing on the Side of Love and Justce!! 

Sincerely, 

Margaret Rao 
President, Canadian Unitarians for Social Justice 


