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March 7, 2012 
 
Dear Prime Minister Harper, 
  
Canadian Unitarians for Social Justice were most concerned to learn about a Saskatoon man who 
contracted mesothelioma (the rare form of cancer linked to asbestos) and who had to have one 
lung removed last year.  This Mr. Willems, only 59 years of  age, worked as a food inspector for 
over 30 years.  He contracted mesothelioma while inspecting a number of older food plants in 
Saskatchewan – while they were being renovated, especially during the removal of pipes with 
asbestos insulation.  We understand that this is not an isolated case. 
  
It has also come to our attention that the federal government has been removing asbestos from the 
Parliament Buildings in Ottawa as well as from 24 Sussex Drive.  Have these workers been 
advised of their risk and how to protect themselves?   
 
The Province of Quebec has a list of 1,550 buildings - including schools – containing asbestos, 
which it won’t allow the public to see.  While many of these buildings may be safe, it is the right 
of all the people in them to know whether they are at risk.  A building may be perfectly safe until 
it is damaged or renovated when it may become unsafe. 
  
The Canadian Unitarians for Social Justice therefore strongly supports Mr. Willems and the 
Canadian Cancer Society in calling on the government to create a registry of buildings that 
contain asbestos, and to give the public access to this information. 
  
Yours truly, 
  
Rev. Frances Deverell, President 
Canadian Unitarians for Social Justice 
  
  
Cc:  Hon. Leona Aglukkaq, Minister of Health 
        Hon. Rona Ambrose, Minister of Public Works and Government Services 


