
Dear Member, 
 
As your constituent, I am writing to express to you my desire to see you support Bill C-
400, the member's bill which was introduced by MP Marie-Claude Morin (Saint-
Hyacinthe-Bagot) in February, 2011, and which will be voted in the House sometime in 
February, 2013.  This is the bill which proposes a National Housing Strategy to ensure 
secure, adequate, accessible and affordable housing for all Canadians. 
 
Even if Canada did not have the stature and prosperity that it does, I think that its 
government should be legally requiring itself to work--not with just a piecemeal 
approach, but in a sustained and coherent fashion--to ensure that all of its citizens have 
access to secure and dignified housing.  But as it happens, Canada DOES claim this 
moral stature, and Canada DOES have an adequate level of prosperity. It is therefore 
particularly unacceptable that there not be a coherent and enacted national strategy to this 
end. 
 
A 2009 report from the UN Rapporteur for adequate housing found that Canada has been 
lagging behind in its commitments for social housing and to end homelessness and had 
criticisms of Canada’s lack of action on this growing crisis. The Special Rapporteur 
concluded that while Canada has a long history of housing successes, the housing cuts 
starting in the late 1980s have effectively prevented Canada from meeting its 
international housing obligations.  
 
I see a national housing strategy as a first step in bringing Canada in line with its 
international commitments. It is long past time to take positive action on this issue. 
 
Please join Ms. Morin in supporting Bill C-400. 
 
Thank you for your attention. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. ……. 


