Canadian Unitarians for Social Justice

A national faith-based organization founded in support of Unitarian values
P.O. Box 40011, Ottawa, ON, K1V OW8
President, Rev. Frances Deverell president@cusj.org

To Provincial and Territorial Premiers

Minister Diane Finley — Minister of Human Resources and Skills Development

Prime Minister Stephen Harper

Leaders of the Opposition

Should we issue it as a press release? Would Canada Without Poverty help us get it out to the
right media?

July 17,2013 (Ottawa): Canadian Unitarians For Social Justice (CUSJ) urges Provincial
and Territorial Premiers to make affordable housing a critical issues at their up-
coming Premiers’ meeting, July 14-16 in Niagara. We call on Minister Diane Finley to
attend that meeting on behalf of the Federal Government and to come to the table with
a proposal for a Sustainable Federal Funding Partnership with the Provinces on
Affordable Housing

We join with Dignity For all, co-led by Canada Without Poverty and Citizens for Public Justice
and their 600-member coalition to call for protection of the affordable housing stock , including
co-op, non-profit, and public housing stock, rent supplements, and the welcome addition of
Federal funding for new low-cost housing stock.

At a recent provincial and territorial housing meeting, the ministers agreed that the current
complement of social and affordable housing is among the most important social infrastructure in
our communities. We are very concerned that looming decreases in federal housing investments
will cause maintenance to be deferred and allow this housing stock to deteriorate. Linda Jeffrey,
Ontario’s Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing noted that “the time to act is now. A long-
term federal funding commitment for housing is critical to address the unmet housing needs of
Canadians today and for future generations.”

We hope that any funding proposal would include sufficient flexibility to address the different
needs, concerns, and approaches of each provincial government and still set national standards of
housing availability for all Canadians.

We note that the Provincial ministers reported that we have 600,000 Canadian families living in

some form of funded housing, and we are aware there are wait lists across the country for people
living on the streets or out of shelters. We also note that we need housing stocks that address the
particular needs of many different Canadians including special accommodation for persons with

disabilities and support services attached to housing for many groups (elders, youth, people with
mental health issues, and people with addictions.)
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We also note that a progressive housing framework would be a boost to the Canadian economy.
Housing starts are a leading economic indicator because housing creates jobs, both direct and
indirect. From 2010 to 2012 spending on public housing infrastructure added over $3 Billion to
the economy and created or sustained 35,000 jobs. In addition, a recent Mental Health
Commission of Canada study found that health care costs and policing and justice system costs
can be substantially reduced if people are adequately housed. Every dollar spent on housing
reduces spending in other shelter, health and justice services by $1.54.

The great tragedy in our current situation is that children across Canada are homeless, and going
to school every day after sleeping in shelters. Children who are adequately housed and fed
perform better in school. Children in stable housing are four times less likely to drop out of
school. The best route to becoming a productive citizen is a stable childhood in adequate
housing.

We call on Provincial Premiers and Minister Diane Finley to make the investment today to
eliminate this current shame of widespread homelessness in Canada. Now is the time.

In Faith,

el

Rev. Frances Deverell,
President,
Canadian Unitarians For Social Justice

Canadian Unitarians For Social Justice (CUSJ) is a national, liberal religious organization
founded to actively promote Unitarian values through social action. We stand up, on behalf of
our members, for the worth and dignity of every person, justice equity and compassion, and
respect for the most vulnerable in our society; and for respect for the interdependent web of
existence which we share with all life.
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