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LOBBYING YOUR MP ON ELECTORAL REFORM

LOBBY YOUR MP: Please don’t forget to take a picture of you and your MP and send it, as well as your
meeting’s findings on page 3 to: webeditor@cusj.org.

INSTRUCTIONS

Thank you for volunteering to meet with your Member of Parliament (MP) on the crucial issue of voting
system reform. There are few more important topics you could be meeting them on than this! Start by
getting some local CUSJ members, UUs, or family or friends to agree to visit the MP with you (it’s more fun
as a small group); then call the MP’s office or send them an email, like the one below, asking for a meeting.

* Your first objective is to start a relationship with your MP — you may be meeting them again. Start on
a positive note by complimenting your MP on something they have said or done. Introductions
should be made, and someone should take notes on page 3.

* Your second objective is to get the four points across (see POINTS TO MAKE).

* Your third objective is to gauge where your MP stands on voting system reform (see page 3).

* Your fourth objective is to keep in touch with your MP (a follow-up meeting in a few months) and
with CUSJ (letting us know the results of your meeting at webeditor@cusj.org).

Don’t forget to thank your MP for their time. If you feel your MP may be favourable to proportional
representation, bring Fair Vote Canada’s Declaration of Voters’ Rights (Politicians’ Pledge) to sign. There
is background information on this topic at www.fairvote.ca. More info on this topic is also available in
JUSTnews, “Election & Electoral Processes Issue” Vol 19, No 2, or CUSJ Discussion Paper No. 30, Autumn
2015.

Email Requesting a Meeting (Find your MP using your postal code here:)

Dear [MP’s NAME],

I’'m writing as a constituent and as a member of Canadian Unitarians for Social Justice (CUSJ) to request a
meeting with you. We would like to talk to you about electoral reform, and the voting system options Canada
has.

Congratuations are due to you and your government on the Prime Minister’s promise to “make 2015 the last
election under First Past the Post” and to make “every vote count.” It is high time to look at the options.

We anticipate [NUMBER] of us will attend the meeting, myself, [LIST NAMES HERE]. As mentioned, I am /
we are a member of CUSJ, a national faith-based social justice network that works to promote Unitarian
values such as the right of conscience, equality, and democracy in society.

We appreciate you letting us know what date and time you might be available to see us.
Sincerely,

NAME,
PHONE NUMBER



POINTS TO MAKE:

1.

Canada’s voting system needs to be reformed.

Currently, a party with only 39% of the vote (or less) can get a majority of seats in the House of
Commons...and 100% of the power. This is a result of Canada’s dysfunctional ‘winner-take-all’
voting system: a system that disenfranchises the majority of voters (51.8% of votes do not go towards
electing an MP); under-represents women and minorities in Parliament; necessitates strategic voting;
contributes to a hyper-partisan political environment; causes policy instability; and discourages
voters (especially younger voters) from participating because they feel their votes don’t count.

Reforms must make the voting system proportional — more representative of the popular vote.

A central problem with our current system is that there is only one representative elected per district,
meaning only one winner (and party) gets to represent a riding. Repeated over 330 districts across the
country, this can and does produce results that are not an accurate reflection of the popular vote. It
means phony majorities, wrong winners (where the party with the most votes actually loses), and
misrepresents the will of the people.

The reform process must be transparent, comprehensive and citizen-driven.

In looking at Canada’s voting system options, we must examine all voting systems impartially, in the
open without undue political interference. Canadians must be consulted widely and the system
chosen should have broad public support. We should be designing a system to strengthen Canada’s
democracy for the long term, and not one to advantage any particular party.

The reform process has to be timely, so that no options are ruled out and Canadians can be
well informed.

Time is running out. A bill has to pass through the House and Senate, and this will require significant
time. In addition, many of the options on the table will require some redistricting by Elections
Canada — a process that can take up to two years. If the all-party Parliamentary Committee takes too
long to complete its mandate, this will severely limit the voting system options. Canadians also
deserve to be thoroughly informed about their new voting system before using it in the 2019 election.



Name of MP:

Party affiliation:

Riding name:

Rank how important they think voting system reform is:
Scale 0-4: 0=don’t know ... 4=very important

Rank how knowledgeable they are on voting systems:
Scale 0-4: 0=don’t know 1=ignorant ... 4=expert

APPRECIATION
What has your MP done that you
appreciate or noted?

PARLIAMENTARY ACTIVITIES
Parliamentary Committees?
Relevant Legislation?

POSITION

Check which voting system they prefer:
q First Past the Post (current system)
q Proportional Representation (PR)
q Mixed-Member Proportional (MMP)
q Single Transferrable Vote (STV)
q Other (eg. List-PR, etc)
q Alternative Vote (IRV or ‘preferential ballot’ in
single-member districts)

q Other:

NOTES







