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October 21, 2011 
To All Concerned:  
 

The “Occupy Movement”...a grassroots outcry against an economic system that has failed to protect the 
most vulnerable of us...has moved into Canada with protests happening in fifteen or more cities.  
Citizens have physically entered the public square in order to get the attention of our leaders, and to 
demand that our government stand up for the people. 

We are living amidst economically, politically and spiritually destructive forces...corruption of our 
political systems by money, obscene gaps in income, unemployment, a rising tide of debt, and a 
growing hopelessness and anger in our young people about the future.   Despite living in one of the 
wealthiest countries in the world, social assistance rates in Canada result in levels of deprivation that 
are far below the poverty line.  We have no national housing policy that guarantees that people 
experiencing poverty will be adequately housed.  And, we have continued to disrespect the rights our 
Indigenous Peoples by breaking the promises we’ve made to them.  

Unitarian Universalism stands upon principles of human dignity, justice and compassion, the right of 
conscience, and the democratic process.   We embody a long tradition of social reform, economic 
justice, and human rights.   Today, along with those who occupy the public square, we call for a vision 
of a nation where all people can have a roof over their heads, food on their tables, quality healthcare, 
and a living wage.  We ask to live in a country whose most important resource is its people, and where 
each person is treated with respect.  

We support a vision for an economic system that would require that those in the highest income 
bracket pay fair tax rates.   We support a vision for a national community that is willing to talk together 
about the hard questions, where everyone has a voice, and where decisions are made for the good of 
the whole.  

The Occupy protests are a wake-up call and we add our voices to the sound of that alarm, knowing 
that when we come together with others, our voice is stronger.   Together we believe that we can repair 
a broken system in Canada, so that no one need face hunger, a burden of debt, unemployment, or 
fading hope.   

May we, working together, change our country with our compassion, our good will, and our 
willingness to make our voices heard.  

On behalf of the Unitarian Universalist Ministers of Canada,  

 
Rev. Julie Stoneberg 
President   


