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Canadian Unitarians for Social Justice 

A national faith-based organization founded in support of Unitarian values 
P.O. Box 40011, Ottawa, ON, K1V 0W8 

President, Rev. Frances Deverell                  president@cusj.org 
 
 

October 21, 2013 
 
His Excellency Georgiy Mamedov 
Ambassador of the Russian Federation to Canada 
The Russian Embassy 
285 Charlotte Street 
Ottawa ON  K1N 8L5 
 
 
Dear Mr. Ambassador Mamedov: 
 
I am writing to you, on behalf of Canadian Unitarians for Social Justice and its members across 
Canada, regarding the detention by Russian authorities of 28 Greenpeace activists, as well as a 
freelance photographer and a freelance videographer, after a peaceful protest at Gazprom’s 
drilling platform Prirazlomnaya on September 18, 2013. 
 
I wish to convey to you our deep concern about this detention. These activists and freelancers 
face charges of piracy, which carries a maximum 15-year sentence. I feel this is disproportionate 
and unjustified.  International law defines piracy as illegal acts of violence or detention, or raids 
committed for private gain. Russia’s criminal law has a similar definition, requiring acts such as 
the capture of another ship and the use, or threat of use, of violence. Such charges are clearly not 
justified in response to such peaceful protest as occurred in this case. 
 
One of our Unitarian Universalist principles is support of the right of conscience. Another is the 
principle of justice for all. It is on the basis of these principles that we ask you to use your 
position to promote fairness and reason in this matter. 
 
The crew of the Arctic Sunrise was protesting at the Prirazalomnaya for purely unselfish reasons. 
As the Arctic ice increasingly retreats from year to year, oil companies are moving north to drill 
for the fuels that are themselves causing the ice to melt. These people were acting out of a deeply 
held conviction that this is a risky enterprise, given that an oil spill would be catastrophic for the 
entire region. They should not be charged with such a serious crime as piracy for taking peaceful, 
safe action to protest this situation.  
 
A third Unitarian principle is our respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we 
are a part. On the basis of that principle, we also feel concern about the warming of the planet due 
to the burning of fossil fuels and the environmental impacts associated with oil and gas 
extraction. These are concerns that we have also expressed to our own government. 
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We are asking for your help: we request that you convey to your government our call for: 
 

• Piracy charges to be dropped and the immediate release of the 28 activists and two 
freelancers who have been detained by Russian authorities in Murmansk. 

• A commitment that the activists and freelancers will have access to full legal 
representation of their own choice, as well as consular services, translators, and human 
rights inspectors. 

• An investigation into the potential environmental impacts of oil drilling in the Arctic, and 
a ban on such drilling while this issue is explored. 
 

On behalf of Canadian Unitarians for Social Justice, I urge you to relay these requests to the 
Russian government in Moscow immediately.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

  
 
Rev. Frances Deverell 
President,	  
Canadian	  Unitarians	  For	  Social	  Justice	  
	  
Cc	  	   Greenpeace	  
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	   The	  Hon.	  John	  Baird,	  Minister	  of	  Foreign	  Affairs	  


