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Dear Prime Minister Harper,

I join with thousands of Canadians in over 400 organizations to stand up for basic housing as a
Human Right. It is time for the Federal Government to convene a meeting with Provincial
housing ministers to ensure that nobody in Canada has to sleep in the street and that nobody has to
live in a shelter for long. Agencies working to solve the problem of homelessness need the
support of a sound policy structure where

provincial, municipal and Federal governments work together effectively.

Currently over 200,000 people in Canada are homeless and another million are inadequately
housed. This costs our society in many ways. We can measure it in the form of poor health
outcomes and increased healthcare costs, increased violence on the streets, increased drug abuse,
and poor education and job outcomes for homeless children and youth. This situation is
unacceptable to Canadians and must be remedied.

The Federal Government could be a strong partner in solving these problems without treading on
provincial or municipal toes by:
* Protecting existing housing stock by renewing $1.7 billion in rent subsidies
* Developing funding mechanisms for social housing construction and services for people
with special needs in the next Federal Budget and making them permanent. They need to
be flexible for local and regional tailored housing solutions for different vulnerable groups
in society
* Convening consultations with all vulnerable groups to gather information and research on
their particular needs. Appropriate housing solutions will stabilize those populations so
that they can become contributing members of society.

If we work together with people in an atmosphere of respect, we can build a society where the
right to safe, adequate, and affordable housing is the norm. Canadian Unitarians For Social Justice
are prepared to work with you toward that goal.

In faith,

i

Rev. Frances Deverell,

President, Canadian Unitarians For Social Justice

Cc The Hon. Candice Bergen, Minister of State for Social Development; Thomas Mulcaire,
Leader of the Opposition; Justin Trudeau, Leader of the Liberal Party of Canada; Elizabeth May,
Leader of the Green Party of Canada.
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