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OPEN LETTER TO PAULINE MAROIS 
Première Ministre du Québec 

 
RE: QUEBEC CHARTER OF VALUES 

December 10th, 2013 
UN Day of Human Rights 
 
Canadian Unitarians for Social Justice (CUSJ) strongly condemns the new proposed Quebec 
Charter of Values because it violates the human rights of Canadian citizens as defined in the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.   
 
We question the interpretation of the Quebec government on the meaning of separation of church 
and state.  We believe this principle anchors the freedoms of religion and belief, conscience and 
expression.  It stops the state from imposing on its citizens any religious faith, ideology, or belief 
system.  It supports diverse social expressions.  In fact, it prohibits the state from requiring a state-
endorsed, mandatory secularism, or any other single set of beliefs in its workplaces.  Quebec freed 
itself from state-supported religion during the Quiet Revolution.  This charter is a step backwards. 
 
In our experience, certain types of clothing or symbols can be a central feature of a person’s 
identity and how they relate to others.  Making such things illegal in the workplace can cause 
people great personal harm.  In the past, we tried, in the name of cultural assimilation, forbidding 
religious, spiritual and cultural symbols and practices with our indigenous peoples.  We know 
what harm those policies caused and as a society we are still recovering from them.  We don’t 
want to repeat these mistakes.  How much better to learn to appreciate our differences and live in 
understanding with one another. 
 
 
In faith, 
 

 
 
Rev. Frances Leigh Deverell, 
President, 
Canadian Unitarians for Social Justice. 
	  
Cc	  Shahla	  Khan	  Salter,	  Muslims	  for	  Progressive	  Values	  


